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1.0  Introduction 
Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium’s (QFBC) Annual Science Forum was scheduled for 
Tuesday March 17th, 2020 at the State Library of Queensland and had sold out, with over 300 tickets 
purchased.  The event was so popular arrangements had been made to live stream presentations from 
the main auditorium into an additional auditorium.  The theme of the event was “Facing Fire in a 
Changing Climate”. As a result of the COVID-19 Government restrictions on public gatherings which 
came into effect around Friday 13th March the face-to-face Forum was cancelled and transformed into 
an online Fire Science Seminar Series, delivered across three weeks in November 2020. The Seminars 
were held on the first 3 Tuesdays of November commencing at 9.30am for approximately 1.5 hours. The 
original program was divided into 3 sessions based on speaker availability (refer to Appendix 1. 
Program Overview). We were able to engage all but one of our original speakers. We also maintained 
the support of our three sponsors: Fireland Consultancy as a Gold Sponsor and two new sponsors, LRM 
Fire and Rescue and Ausecology as Bronze Sponsors. We also gained another Gold Sponsor Ketsrel 
Meters who donated 2 fire meters as prizes for 2 participants who completed the seminar survey. 
 
We were thrilled to have our first Seminar (10th November 2020) opened by The Commissioner of the 
Qld Fire and Emergency Services (QFES), Greg Leach. Seminar two (17th November 2020) was opened 
by Former QFES Commissioner Lee Johnson ASFM, founding member of Emergency Leaders for Climate 
Action. Seminar three (24th November 2020) was opened by Healthy Land and Water (HLW) Chairman 
Stephen Robertson and CEO HLW Julie McLellan.  Keynotes speakers were Dr Owen Price and Dr Hamish 
Clarke from the University of Wollongong, Centre for Environmental Risk Management of Bushfires; Dr 
Annabel Smith from the University of Queensland and Dr Gary Cook from CSIRO Land and Water. The 
event also included 10 other presentations from 14 presenters, representing 11 different organisations. 
     
A total over 503 attendees joined us online over the 3 Seminars. In reality, this equated to more with 
multiple people viewing one screen in some locations. The presentations were recorded during each 
Seminar for upload onto YouTube at the following addresses: 
Seminar 1: https://youtu.be/FLempiw3mPo 
Seminar 2: https://youtu.be/832lmnz_6T8  
Seminar 3: https://youtu.be/l2IF0VEpXVs  
 
The theme for the Seminar series was 
retained, “Facing Fire in a Changing Climate”, 
to reflect the changing face of fire in our 
landscape.  We also took a closer look at the 
19/20 bushfire season, and its significance 
and impacts upon our land and ecological 
values. As always, there was a focus on 
translating science into practice, with a 
number of presentations dedicated to local 
fire research and student projects.   
 

Chair of QFBC Fire Science Seminar 1: Chandra Wood Brisbane City Council. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/FLempiw3mPo
https://youtu.be/832lmnz_6T8
https://youtu.be/l2IF0VEpXVs


 

 

 
A range of world-class speakers from a variety of stakeholder groups – including Traditional Owners, 
utility providers, NGOs, emergency services, Federal, State and Local Governments and agencies, and 
research institutions, presented at the Forum.  The program featured 14 presentations, delivered by 18 
presenters from 11 different organisations. Unable to replicate a face-to face forum network experience, 
the Seminars were planned to include a gallery style Question and Answer (Q&A) session following 2-3 
presentations. Participants were able to both chat to each other and the speakers during the 
presentations as well as send in questions for presenters to be delivered by the Chair during Q&A time. 
They were also able to ‘upvote’ another participant’s question. This provided opportunities to share, 
engage, and learn and with others in the dynamic field of bushfire knowledge.  

The QFBC Seminar team:  Patrick Malone HLW, QFBC Manager Dr Sam Lloyd, QFBC Chair and Brisbane City Council Manager Chandra Wood, 
Consultant Annie Keys, First Focus IT Consultant Aaron Classen and QFBC Co-ordinator Craig Welden. 
 
Our QFBC Seminar team undertook the planning and preparation for the event. Minor IT issues were 
experienced during the event. However, the planning and preparation undertaken ensured that the 
event carried on relatively uninterrupted and as smoothly as possible. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
2.0 Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium and Partners 

Healthy Land and Water 

The Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium is a program of Healthy Land and Water (HLW). 
Healthy Land and Water is an independent not-for-profit organisation and the regional delivery body 
for the Federal Governments’ National Regional Land Partnerships program. Healthy Land and Water 
works in partnership with Traditional Owners, government, private industry, utilities, and the 
community, to deliver innovative and science-based solutions to the challenges affecting the 
environment.  
 
Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium 

Established in 1998, the Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium, is a network of land managers 
and stakeholders committed to improving fire and biodiversity management outcomes, supporting and 
disseminating fire ecology research, facilitating partnerships and building land manager and land holder 
capacity to address issues of fire management and biodiversity in Queensland. 
 
The Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium offers a range of resources and services, including: 
community fire information events, fire management planning workshops, training and our annual Fire 
Science Event. Key Resources include:  

• Fire Management Planning Kit Part A – Manual;  
• Fire Management Planning Kit Part B – Workbook; 
• Powerline Easements, Fire & Biodiversity Supplement; 
• Recommended Fire Regimes Information Booklet; and 
• Introduction to Fie Ecology Booklet (featured below). 

 
 

 
Latest QFBC 
publication Living 
with Fire: An 
Introduction to 
Fire Ecology, also a 
Rolling slide from 
the QFBC2020 
Fire Science 
Seminar Series 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Qld Fire and Biodiversity Consortium Partners 

One of the key strengths of the Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium is the number and diversity 
of partners. Each partner organisation contributes financially and in-kind and these contributions 
increase significantly the value, networking reach, influence, skills and knowledge potential of the 
Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium. Representatives from many of these partners sit on the 
Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium Steering Committee (refer to Appendix 2). 
 
The Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium gratefully acknowledges support from the following 
partners: Brisbane City Council, The City of Gold Coast, Gympie Regional Council, Ipswich City Council, 
Lockyer Valley Regional Council, Logan City Council, Moreton Bay Regional Council, Noosa Council, 
Redlands City Council, Scenic Rim Regional Council, Somerset Regional Council, South Burnett Regional 
Council, Sunshine Coast Council, Toowoomba Regional Council, Powerlink, Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Transport and Main Roads 
and SEQ Water. This impressive list of supporting organisations (our largest to date) reflects the 
extensive support for the program. 
 
At the beginning of each Seminar, Partners were acknowledged in one of a series of rolling slides (below) 
which greeted participants for 15 minutes as they were joining.     
    
 

 
 
Rolling slide from the QFBC2020 Fire Science Seminar Series 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
3.0 Seminar Series Sponsors 

Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium - Fire Science Seminar Series, would not have been 
possible without the continued support and generous contributions from our Sponsors. 
 
Gold – Fireland 

Fireland is a Queensland privately owned and operated 
company specialising in land and bushfire management. 
Our team of professionals have a passion and strong 
commitment to the environment, and we assist 
communities in need. We strive to set the standard for land 
management, hazard assessment, fire management 
planning, prescribed burning and wildfire suppression. Fireland employ dedicated and highly skilled 
staff and provide the equipment, training and  
support to ensure every project is a success in reducing bushfire risk.  
 
https://fireland.com.au/  
 
Gold – Kestrel Meters 

Nielsen-Kellerman, has been researching, designing, 
manufacturing and distributing Kestrel Meters for over ten 
years now. NK's founders and lead engineers, Richard 
Kellerman and Paul Nielsen, were determined to make the most 
reliable and accurate pocket weather instruments available. 
They have developed four patented measurement technologies 
for the Kestrel line and continue to find ways to improve the Kestrel line and create new products to 
meet the needs of their customers. Kestrel kindly donated 2 Kestrel 3500FW, Fire Weather Meters (Part 
# 0835FW ORA) as a prize for two lucky winners who completed the seminar series survey. Kestrel 
Pocket Weather Instruments  
 
https://kestrelmeters.com.au/  
 
Bronze – Ausecology 

Ausecology provides specialist ecological and restoration solutions at 
scale. The Ausecology team delivers targeted ecological services, 
including fire management, threatened species restoration, 
revegetation, ecological surveys, environmental monitoring, and GIS 
management. The area of land managed by Ausecology for long-term conservation outcomes now 
exceed 10,000 hectares.  
 
https://Ausecology.com/  
 

https://fireland.com.au/
https://kestrelmeters.com.au/
https://ausecology.com/


 

 

Bronze - LRM Fire & Rescue 

LRM Fire & Rescue provide professional bushfire management services.  
Based in Qld and NSW, our highly skilled and autonomous team facilitate all 
aspects of planning, fuel modification, conservation burning, hazardous tree 
removal, post-burn consolidation and reporting together with bushfire 
monitoring and response services.  
 
https://www.lrmtraining.com.au/  
 
Promotional Partner – NRMjobs 

NRMjobs is a niche service – communicating and promoting jobs and 
opportunities in the environment, water and natural resource management and 
targeted at people who work, study or are seeking work in the environment water 
and natural resource management field in Australia.   
 
https://nrmjobs.com.au  
 
Promotional Partner – Environmental Institute of 
Australia and New Zealand (EIANZ) 

The EIANZ is a not-for-profit, professional association for environmental 
practitioners from across Australia and New Zealand. The Institute supports 
environmental practitioners and promotes independent and interdisciplinary 
discussion on environmental issues. The Institute also advocates 
environmental knowledge and awareness, advancing ethical and competent 
environmental practice.  
 
https://www.eianz.org/  
 
 
At the beginning of each Seminar, Sponsors were acknowledged in one of a series of rolling slides 
(below) which greeted participants for 15 minutes as they were joining.  
 

https://www.lrmtraining.com.au/
https://nrmjobs.com.au/
https://www.eianz.org/


 

 

 
Rolling slide from the QFBC2020 Fire Science Seminar Series 
 
 
 
4.0 Turning a Forum into a Seminar 
We were so close to rolling out the Forum that all tickets had been sold. All partners, presenters, 
sponsors, and registrants were informed immediately of the cancellation of the Forum and the intention 
to re-schedule for later in the year if possible. When it became obvious this was not going to occur, we 
sought professional advice from those who run online forums (First Focus) and those who attend them 
(i.e. AFAC) regarding the best format to deliver the Forum’s content virtually. We received strong advice 
not to try to replicate a full day online. As a result, we developed a strategy to hold 3 x 1.5 hour, seminars 
over 3 consecutive weeks in November to ensure minimal screen burnout from participants and 
maximum availability for a broad audience. Advice and approval were sought from the QFBC Steering 
Committee. 
 
All presenters and Chairs were contacted to seek interest in being involved in the online seminar series 
and their availability for new dates in November. The new online program was drafted. 
Partners and other ticket holders were contacted and a ‘save the date’ posted on the registration site 
(Eventbrite), on E-new and emailed though-out various networks. (refer to section 4.2) 
 
Assistance was contracted from IT Professionals First Future to ensure the technical side of the online 
seminar series ran smoothly. 
 
4.1  Ticketing 

We recognised the need to honour our commitment to our ticket holders, and announced firstly the 
cancellation/postponement of the Forum (on the Friday afternoon of the weekend leading up to the 
forum) and secondly the move to the online seminar format as early as possible (August). A very intense 



 

 

time of emailing, making personal phone calls messaging via private message services etc occurred to 
ensure all ticket holders were notified.  
 
The ticket price was reduced in light of the fact that the event, now, did not include catering or 
networking opportunities. In March 2020 attendees where given the option to retain their ticket for the 
postponed event and receive an additional ticket to make up the cost or receive a full or partial refund. 
There were only 9 full refund requests out of the original 300 tickets sold, a remarkable statistic 
reflecting the confidence our stakeholders/community has in the Queensland Fire and Biodiversity 
Consortium to deliver a quality product. 
 
A total of 420 tickets were sold for the Seminar Series, 
exceeding our expectations. This generated a total of 503 
attendees joining over the 3 Seminars. In reality this is an 
underestimate as there were often more than one person 
watching the presentations from a single screen. 
Refer to Section 5.1 for the breakdown of attendees. 
 
4.2  Seminar Promotion 

The Seminar Series ‘save the date’ and reviewed ‘program overview’ were advertised on the ticketing 
and registration site Eventbrite, through eNews, NRM Job email list, Facebook and Twitter. The 
Eventbrite page received 4,351 views. In the lead up to the registration closing, the Seminar Series was 
promoted via social media platforms. Information posted included the presenter’s name and any images 
or personal tags they provided, the talk title and a link to the registration site. Presenters were 
encouraged to repost these posts. 
 
4.3  Technical arrangements 

Technical set up well in advance of the online 
Seminar was critical. Using the zoom webinar 
platform we assigned the tools and settings for 
the Seminar that would enable the Question 
and Answer (Q&A) function, upvoting of 
questions and presenter/attendee capabilities. 
The Q&A function was an excellent way to 
direct the most popular questions to the 
presenters with the limited time we had. 
During the event Craig Welden highlighted the 
most popular questions and shared them with 
the Chair and Patrick Malone ensured the 
speaker was in view, microphones where 
on/off when needed and superficial technical 
issues were solved. Aaron Classen (First Focus) 
was responsible for IT and ensured presenters 
experiencing problems were able to solve them.  Annie Keys was responsible for managing the speakers 
and ensuring they were all prepared. One key lesson learnt was trial runs with presenters was critical 
to our success. Undertaking trial runs ensured that presenters were able to share their presentation via 
zoom and that their video/audio was acceptable.  

Seminar 1. 10 Nov 2020 – 188 joins 
Seminar 2. 17 Nov 2020 – 169 joins 
Seminar 3. 24 Nov 2020 – 146 joins 
 
Total across 3 Seminars – 503 joins 
 



 

 

 
Over 500 people tuned in to the QFBC Seminar Series. The entire event was recorded, which ensured 
that ticket holders who missed the event can view it on YouTube at a later date. Lessons learnt for next 
online seminar was that zoom invites and calendar invites need to go out upon ticket purchases. This 
was not possible at the time due to the nature of transitioning from an in-person forum to the online 
seminar series. The ‘tech set up’ was a learning experience for the Queensland Fire and Biodiversity 
Consortium and was made successful with the assistance provided by HLW/QFBC team and First Focus 
as IT support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
5.  Forum Outcomes and Highlights  
 
5.1  Attendees 

A total of 420 people registered for the Seminar Series. This culminated in 503 ‘joins’ over the three 
Seminars. This was an unexpected outcome of the Forum cancellation as the on-line format increased 
our audience potential, being that anyone anywhere could participate.  Attendees came from a diversity 
of backgrounds from all over Queensland and interstate. Refer to Figure 1. below. 
 
Over 70% of registered attendees came from Federal and State Government/Agencies and Local 
Government including emergency services.  The State Government/Agency representatives hailed from 
the Department of Environmental Services/Queensland Parks and Wildlife Services, Department of 
Transport and Main Roads, the Department of Natural Resources Mining and Energy, SEQ Water and 6 
interstate Government Departments from NSW and Victoria.  There was an impressive representation 
from 17 local Governments across Queensland, many of them Queensland Fire and Biodiversity 
partners, and two from NSW (refer to Appendix 3). The emergency service attendees hailed from QFES 
and the Rural Fire Service and the energy sector from Powerlink. The Bureau of Meteorology and 
Department of Defence represented the Federal Agencies. 
 
The Traditional Owner sector was represented broadly across Queensland by groups including the 
Bunya Peoples' Aboriginal Corporation, Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation, Gangalidda 
Garawa Aboriginal Corporation and Kubi Kubi First Nation. The research sector included 
representatives from the Universities of Queensland, Sunshine Coast and Wollongong, Griffith 
University, QUT as well as CSIRO and the Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC. Thirty-one individual 
Consulting Companies registered as did representatives from seven NGOs and three Natural Resource 
Management Groups from Queensland (Healthy Land and Water Northern Gulf, NQ Dry Tropics). 
 

‘The online seminar format, spread over a couple of weeks was genius and made it very 
accessible - was also great to have a diversity of speakers from different cultures’ 

 
(It was valuable because) ‘it occurred in such a disrupted year’ 

(2020 Fire Science Seminar Series Attendees) 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
5.2  Welcome and Opening Addresses 

We were very fortunate to have the Commissioner of the Queensland Fire and Emergency Services, Greg 
Leach, open the first Seminar in the series on 10 November 2020. Unfortunately Deputy Commissioner 
Mike Wassing was called away for urgent 
business and could not join us. The 
Commissioner acknowledged the changing 
climate and stressed that prevention and 
preparedness is more effective then response. 
Commissioner Leach introduced the ‘Goldilocks 
Principle’ of getting the amount of fire in the 
landscape just right. He noted that community 
norms in relation to past practices need to be 
challenged and that the QFBC, which is 
independent of government, is well placed to do 
this. His key message was shared responisbility, 
‘we can’t do this alone’. The Commissioner 
recognised that Forums such as this Seminar 
enabled valuable sharing of data, knowledge 
and experience to facilitate planning, 
collaboration and mitigation. QFBC 2020 Fire Science Seminar, QFES Commissioner Greg Leach 
 
Lee Johnson, AFSM, former Commissioner of QFES welcomed our attendees and gave the Opening 
Address for our second Seminar. He acknowledged that First Nations People were also Australia’s first 

37%

25%

11%
7% 4%

4% 3%

4%

2%

2%

1%

9%

Figure 1. Diversity of a�endees based on
Sector /Organisa�on

Local Govt (37%)

State Govt (25%)

Emergency services (11%)

Consultancy Services (7%)

NRM Body (4%)

Researcher (4%)

NGO (3%)

Individuals/Community (4%)

Federal Govt (2%)

Energy Sector (2%)

Tradi�onal Owners (1%)



 

 

fire managers. Lee was very supportive of the QFBC and its focus on ‘educating and enabling 
landholders’. Australia, he noted, relies heavily on volunteer services and this needs to be acknowledged 
and supported. He emphasised the need for the continuation of Federal support for national level 
research organsiations such as the Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC.  Lee provided us with background 
information on the Emergency Leaders for Climate Action (ELCA)  of which he is a founding member.  
The membership includes 34 former fire chiefs and emergency leaders from across Australia. He 
reffered the audience to the ELCA website to view the Australian Bushfire Climate Plan. 
 
Attendees for Seminar 3 (24th November 2020) were welcomed by HLW Chairman Stephen Robertson 
who delivered the First Nations Acknowledgement and reiterated the theme of the Seminar series.  
Unfortunately, due to a technical error we lost Stephen from the Seminar but he later rejoined us to 
thank our sponsors and promotional partners. HLW CEO Julie McLellan then opened the Seminar with 
a brief introduction to the QFBC and its position as a program of Healthy Land and Water, noting QFBC’s 
recent Queensland Resilience Australia Award. She noted HLW/QFBC response to the recent fire season 
underaking recovery and capacity building works across SEQ, including opportunistic surveys of 
regenerating flora to look at evidence of post fire recovery. Julie expressed the need to work 
collaboratively and across tenure with public land managers and private land holders to build resilience 
and mitigate risk as this dangerous bushfire weather worsens with climate change. Julie reminded us 
that the Seminar provided an opportunity to learn first hand from some of Australia’s top scientists.  
 
 

 
Rolling slide from the QFBC2020 Fire Science Seminar Series 
 
For the Overview of the program for the 3 seminars please refer to Appendix 1. 



 

 

 
5.3  Keynote Presentations 
Associate Professor Owen Price (University of Wollongong, Centre for Environmental Risk Management 
of Bushfires) delivered the keynote presentation for Seminar 1. Dr Price challenged the current 
assumptions that burning reduces fuel to zero and presented findings of fuel consumption studies. 
Amount of fuel consumed is strongly related to fire severity. He acknowledged that climate change 
played a role in the severity of the 2019/20 as the worst drought in the world caused the worst fires on 
record despite the average fuel-load. Dr Price also discussed the trade-off regarding the benefits of 
prescribed burning against poor air quality and health issues and presented some findings of relevant 
air particulate studies. 
 
Keynote speaker for Seminar 2, Dr Hamish Clarke (University of Wollongong, Centre for Environmental 
Risk Management of Bushfires) demonstrated the value of hazard reduction burning under the best and 
worst climate change scenarios.  Whilst there is a reduction in risk when hazard reduction burning is 
undertaken, it is less effective in extreme weather conditions. There is a need to improve our 
understanding of the weather conditions required for safe and effective prescribed burning. 
 
Keynote speakers for Seminar 3 were Dr Annabel Smith (University of Queensland) and Dr Garry Cook 
(CSIRO Land and Water). Annabel provided some background regarding what is need to build predictive 
population models and their importance when developing fire management guidelines. She reported 
that a recent review of the literature found that ‘modification of fire regimes’ was a recorded threat for 
15% of the 29,201 species listed as threatened with extinction by the IUCN. Annabel introduced a 
recently published paper she co-authored in Fire Ecology Journal “Fire and biodiversity in the 
Anthropocene”, providing a global aspect of fire, biodiversity, and climate. (Paper can be downloaded 
from http://science.sciencemag.org/) 
 
Dr Garry Cook’s presentation shone a spotlight on the complexities of managing fire in urban areas (e.g. 
coastal SEQ) where people are paying a premium to live and build houses near green space where 
bushland borders densely populated areas. His graphs demonstrating the decadal changes in the FFDI 
in Queensland forests were sobering showing an exponential increase in days of FFD1 of 25 or greater 
over the last 4 decades. Garry advised that to find a solution this growing problem required getting the 
right people together to develop a management plan for a complex landscape. 
 
 
5.4  Presentations 

Including the Keynotes above the Seminar program featured 14 presentations, delivered by 18 
presenters from 11 different organisations.  
 
It is not possible to do justice to all these great presentations, instead key messages from each presenter 
have been highlighted below. For more information on each Seminar, presenters or to see full 
presentation abstracts please visit our website (www.fireandbiodiversity.org.au) to download a copy of 
the on-line program or contact us for more information. Presentations were also recorded during the 
Seminars and are available on YouTube.  
 
Seminar 1 - 10th November 2020: 

http://science.sciencemag.org/


 

 

• Superintendent James Haig (QFES) gave an overview of the Queensland Bushfire 2019 season, 
noting that this was the second year in a row of prolonged intense burning and anticipates more 
to follow. He noted the importance of interagency co-ordination and co-operation and the 
acknowledgement from all parties of a shared responsibility.  

• Dr David Jones form the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) and Brenton Phillips (QFES) presented 
on the changes to fire weather in Queensland. They noted that the fire season was broadening 
with an increase in number of dangerous days (FFDI trend 1980-2019) and that climate zones 
are moving closer to the equator.  

• Nathan Connor from the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) gave us an overview of 
the Queensland 2019/20 fire season. To provide perspective Nathan told us that across 
Queensland the 2018 bushfire season recorded 1200 bushfires in comparison to 2019 which 
saw over 8,000 bushfire incidences affecting 7.5 million hectares of which 133 started on State 
land.   These fires affected 13 of the State’s EPBC and TEC listed species and communities. The 
objective of Department of Environmental Services’ Enhanced Fire Management Program is to 
use prescribed burning for the dual purpose of reducing hazard and advocating for healthy 
ecosystems. He also described the Agency’s Good Neighbour Policy 

• Murrandoo Yanner, Gangalidda Garawa Aboriginal Corporation and Kevin Anderson from the 
Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation took us through the JIGIJA indigenous fire 
training program. They have utilised the best of both worlds – ‘white fella technical methods and 
best practice and best indigenous burning’. Fire is neither good nor bad, it is a tool. ‘Fire is the 
only way to control fire’.  They recommended we look to where fire has always been used as a 
tool i.e. Far North Qld, Central Australia, and Arnhem Land. The presenters talked about the 
strong support they have received from the Rural Fire Service/QFES working to build resilient 
communities. They are very keen to share their knowledge.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

  (Murrandoo Yanner CLCAC presentation, Fire Science Seminar 2020) 
Seminar 2 - 17th November 2020 

Fire is neither good 
nor bad, it is a tool. 

 ‘Fire is the only way to 
control fire’.   

 
(Murrandoo Yanner 
CLCAC, 2020 QFBC 

2020 Fire Science 
Seminar presenter) 

  



 

 

• Steve Hadley (BOM) and Steve Martin (Powerlink) provided a combined presentation 
demonstrating the strategic partnership between their organisations.  Powerlink are the first 
transmission network to formally partner with BOM. This partnership involves a 3-year 
commitment to access knowledge. This will ensure integrated solutions can be found to allow 
for adaptation in response to the changing climate and associated threats to electricity 
networks. 

• Dr Cuong Tran (Market Advisory Group) reminded us of the devastation of the 2019/20 
bushfires and the opportunity to use fire as a management tool. He emphasised the need and co-
benefits of a tenure blind approach to managing bushfires. He looked at the various avenues to 
explore and expand programs using fire management for carbon abatement and provided some 
background into the Commonwealth Clean Energy regulator and the development of a Taskforce 
for financial disclosures. 

• Our student paper for the Seminar was delivered by Andy Wiechnik (University of Queensland, 
University of Sydney). Andy’s Masters research involved a comprehensive review of research 
available for estimating appropriate fire regimes for ecological communities. Andy looked at 
which taxonomic groups were targeted, finding that only 7% of studies assessed both flora and 
fauna and that mammal studies were twice as likely to produce quantifiable recommendations. 
This review enabled quantification of knowledge gaps. Andy suggested that a critical research 
gap was ‘not knowing what good fire is but knowing how to implement good fire’. 

 

 
Q&A panel, QFBC Fire Science Seminar 1, left to right. Chandra Wood BBC, Murrandoo Yanner CLCAC, David Jones (BOM), 
Nathan Connor (QPWS), Brenton Phillips (QFES) Patrick Malone (moderator HLW). 

 

Seminar 3 - 24th November 2020 

• Paul Dawson and Damon Miri Anderson (Bunya People’s Aboriginal Corporation) demonstrated 
their strong connection to country and their capacity to read the ecosystem by reading the 



 

 

parent trees which can be an indicator of the type of county. “We read the county like a puzzle. 
Every piece of the puzzle is different.” The focus for fire is not hazard reduction rather a more 
holistic approach using cultural fire to look after the health of country. They highlighted both 
the challenges and value of partnerships with landholders who hold ‘pieces of the puzzle’ to 
ensure adjacent systems are managed sympathetically. 

• Shannon Mooney (HLW) took us through the rapid ecological assessment of the potential 
impacts of 10 wildfires across SEQ area during September to December 2019. The assessment 
involved the use of remote sensing products which “give us x-ray vision of the landscape”. 
Shannon showed us the ‘wildfire footprints’ generated by the mapping which allows the 
quantification of the impact of fire on the natural assets of an area.  These footprints are available 
online (www.hlw.org.au) Shannon stressed the importance of fire breaks to manage fire risk. 

• Our final presentation was delivered by Chris Pocknee, a student at the University of 
Queensland. Chris is studying the impact of fire, feral animals, and land clearing on the 
endangered northern bettong. WWF conduct a long-term project in the same study area 
(Mareeba and Cairns) and have recorded the species decline 70% in the last 2 decades. He 
described how bettong predators take advantage of the occurrence of fire and was interested in 
further studying this interaction.  Chris is currently working with QPWS staff and Traditional 
Owners, the Djabugay people. 

 
 

6.  Forum Survey  
A brief, post seminar, survey was emailed to registered attendees on the morning of each of the three 
Seminars asking for a response to 5 short questions (see Table 1). 
 
Table 1: QFBC 2020 Fire Science Seminar, Survey Summary. 

Survey Question Response Summary No responses/ 
% total attendees 

Q1. Please choose your favourite talk from the 
QFBC 2020 Fire Science Seminar: Facing Fire in a 
Changing Climate that you attended. Presentations 
are listed in run order from Seminar 1 - 3. Please 
provide comment (in the comment box) of what 
made this your favourite presentation. 
 

Refer to Section 5.1 below 
and Figure 3. for detail 
 
 

40 
9.5% 
 
 

Q2. How likely is it that you would recommend 
QFBC Fire Science Seminars Forums to a colleague?  
 

100% were likely or highly 
likely to recommend the 
Forums. 

40 
9.5% 

Q3. What was MOST VALUABLE about the QFBC 
2020 Fire Science Seminar Series  
 (e.g. seminar theme; diversity of speakers; 
diversity of presentation topics; online seminar 
format; Q&A session). 

Diversity of 
talks/themes/speakers 
were the most highly 
valued aspects of the 
Forum. (Section 5.2 & 
Figure 4.) 
 
 

46 
26.9% 

Q4. How would you rate your online experience? 
Please let us know what influenced your rating (in 
the comment box) 
 

Over 97.5% of respondents 
rated their online 
experience, good, very 

39 
9.3% 



 

 

 
 
Of 420 registered attendees, only 9.5% (40) responded to the survey. The bulk of surveys (26) were 
completed on the day of, or the day after, the last Seminar. This was influenced by the announcement 
during that Seminar of an incentive in the form of 2 fire meters from our Gold Sponsor Kestrel being 
offered as a lucky draw for 2 survey respondents.  
 
Whilst the low survey response rate was disappointing and means that the results cannot be reliably 
extrapolated to represent all attendees, the responses received provided very valuable feedback and 
some insightful observations and suggestions which we are grateful for. These are provided below. 
 
6.1  Forum Content 
 
The Survey asked attendees to choose their favourite presentations from the Seminar Series and 
comment on what made it so. As not all attendees joined all the Seminars and listened to every 
presentation, the survey outcome cannot be seen to represent most of the audiences’ preference.  
 
Table 2 (below) provides a summary of the results of this survey question. The top-rated talk was Bonye 
Dargan (Bunya Country) Cultural Fire - Reconnecting Fire through fire practice delivered by –  
Paul Dawson & Damon Miri Anderson from the Bunya Peoples' Aboriginal Corporation. The 
presentation attracted many questions during the Q&A session. The quote below provides a good 
summary of why this was the favourite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 2: Top five favourite talks from the 2020 Fire Science Seminar Series chosen by 40 survey respondents             
 

Seminar Series Paper Title and Author  
NB. S – Student paper 

% of total 
survey 

respondents 

No. 
Respon
dents 

% of total 
attendees 

(420) 
Bonye Dargan (Bunya Country) Cultural Fire - Reconnecting Fire 
through fire practice - Paul Dawson & Damon Miri Anderson, 
Bunya Peoples' Aboriginal Corporation 

55.0 22 5.23 

JIGIJA Indigenous fire training: Indigenous fire knowledge and best 
practice contemporary management. Murrandoo Yanner, 
Gangalidda and Garawa Native Title Aboriginal Corporation 

30.0 12 2.85 

Making fire ecology useful in the climate crisis - Dr Annabel Smith 
(Uni. of Qld) 

30.0 12 2.85 

good or excellent. (Section 
5.3) 

Q5. What topics/themes would you like covered in 
future events (e.g. indigenous fire, fire and soil, fire 
and ferals)? 
 

 Indigenous fire knowledge 
and Fire and ferals were 
the most popular themes 
(Section 5.3) 

36 
8.6% 

“Paul and Miri's talk was so practical, practical within a much broader 
framework of caring for country, which has so many interlocking dimensions. I 
love the way it's all about knowing, reading, and being on country. Also, about 
connectivity across tenures and landscapes. All such important, basic 
messages. Great to see Aboriginal involvement blossoming e.g. into looking at 
collaborations.”   (2020 QFBC Fire Science Seminar Attendee) 
 
 



 

 

Managing forest fuels & smoke, now & into the future - Dr Owen 
Price (Uni. of Wollongong) 

22.5 9 2.14 

Climate change & prescribed burning – What do we know? - Dr 
Hamish Clarke (Uni. of Wollongong) 

15.0 6 ≤ 2% 

 
The second ranking talks were the CLCAC/ JIGIJA presentation also on ‘Indigenous fire knowledge and 
best practice contemporary management’ and Dr Annabel Smith’s paper ‘Making fire ecology useful in 
the climate crisis’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2  Most Valuable Aspects of the Seminar 
Respondents were asked to comment on what they felt was most valuable about the Seminar Series.  In 
past forum surveys, the top response to this question was networking followed by diversity of speakers 
and range of topics. Unfortunately, the opportunities for networking in an on-line environment are 
limited. Several respondents lamented the lack of face-to-face interaction. The Q&A and chat box 
provided through the webinar platform were an attempt to engage the audience. More questions than 
we had time to answer were provided by the audience during each Seminar, proving it was a useful tool. 
It is no surprise then that the most valuable aspects of the Seminar Series were diversity of speakers 
and range of topics. 
 
Responses from 34 attendees are summarised in Table 3. and relevant quotes provided below. 
 
Table 3:  Qualities that made the Seminar Series a Valuable Event 
 

Key values/aspects Responses 
Diversity of speakers 11 
Range of topics 7 
Theme 6 
Online format 6 
Indigenous perspective 3 
Research presenters 1 

 
 

“Annabel's talk gave practical solutions to investing in ecological solutions in the face of climate 
change and changing burning.”  “I found a number of presentations very similar, but Dr Smith had a 
slightly different angle.”     (2020 QFBC Fire Science Seminar Attendees) 
 

     
 
 

“My pick reflects my current interests. However, it is a shame to pick one. All of the talks were very 
interesting.”  “Loved their passion and answers to follow up questions.” 

(2020 QFBC Fire Science Seminar Attendees) 
 
 



 

 

 
6.3  Online experience  
Survey Question 4., sought feedback regarding attendee’s online experience. Over 97.5% of respondents 
rated their online experience, good, very good or excellent.  Overall, the Seminars ran smoothly with 
only a few minor issues with internet connection and peripheral noise. Much of this was due to the trial 
runs described earlier (Section 4.3). Many loved the Q&A 
format but longed for the face-to-face networking 
experience. Some felt that being able to join from the 
comfort of home was a plus, alleviating the need for travel. 
The on-line format provided an opportunity for those who 
would not normally attend a forum to access the presentations.  
 
6.4  Future Themes  
Survey Question 5 asked respondents to suggest possible themes and topics they would like covered in 
future events and provided a few examples i.e. indigenous fire, fire and soil, fire and ferals.  A summary 
of responses is provided in Figure 5. below. In total there were 36 responses, some respondents 
provided more than one topic. 
 
Table 4: Suggestion for future Forum Themes/Topics 

Future Theme/Topic Responses 
Indigenous fire practice and cultural burning 18 
Fires and ferals, including weeds 5 
Fire and soil (including soil moisture, seed banks and river runoff) 4 
Case studies on best practice, including practical field trips  5 
Strategic asset management/protection, building changes and new 
regulations 

3 

Fire for conservation management; protecting ecosystems and single 
species from fire  

2 

Myth busting 1 
Local research 1 

“The technical experience of the event was 
excellent, congratulations to the organisers, it 
would have been challenging to pull off!” 
 (2020 Fire Science Seminar Attendees) 

 

 
 

Diversity of speakers.  “The fact that QFBC went ahead with it (congratulations everyone involved 
although for this online is no match to face-to-face).” 

“I do appreciate the diversity of viewpoints.  A QFBC strength.” 
“The depth of experience and passion of all presenters.” 

“As a crew leader from a local council it was great to see so many groups working together.” 
“Sharing fire management knowledge and experience with the coming together of the industry leaders.” 

“Traditional owner perspective” 
“The variety of speakers who brought different perspectives & approaches (institutional - 

NPWS/QFES/HLW etc, Cultural & Research) to understanding fire, its impact and management with 
climate change.” 

(2020 Fire Science Seminar Attendees) 
 



 

 

 
There was a clear preference to focus the next Queensland 
Fire and Biodiversity Consortium’s annual event around 
Indigenous fire practice and cultural burning. There was also 
a suggestion to develop guidelines for landowners and 
management agencies around this topic. 
 
The theme, fires and ferals including weeds was also popular. There were several requests for practical 
examples of what best practice looks like particularly in rural landscapes as well as case studies of 
successful cross tenure fire management. This ties in with Andy Wiechnik’s (Seminar 3 student 
presenter) suggestion that a critical research gap was ‘not knowing what good fire is but knowing how 
to implement good fire’. One respondent suggested a session on ‘lighting practices, the good, the bad 
and the ugly, to get some learnings of what best practice should look like.’ There was also a call for 
further information around government policy and ‘what to do to change to better management’. 
 
Another interesting suggestion was to organise a session that ‘busts the myths’ on fire and fire 
management. 
 
6.5  Suggestions for Improvement 
Overall, the feedback from the survey and general comments on, and since the Seminar series, have been 
very positive, with some constructive suggestions for future events. Many respondents expressed their 
disappointment of missing out on face-to-face networking and the opportunity to learn from each other 
and are looking forward to a forum. A few respondents enjoyed the convenience of viewing from their 
home and not having to travel. The online format enabled a broader audience to benefit from the 
presentations. The Q&A whilst not a replacement for face-to-face experience provided valuable 
interaction and many suggested it could have been longer. Presenters should be encouraged to place 
related information sources in the chat section or provide a slide of relevant reading on their topic.   
 
The on-line format provided an opportunity for those who would not normally attend a forum to access 
the presentations. This aspect should be incorporated into future face-to-face events to enable access 
by a broader audience. 
 
7.0 What next?  Fire Science Forum 2021 
The Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium’s Annual Fire Forum is an event that is strongly 
supported by the wider community. The theme planned for next year’s forum (2021) is/could be: 
“Integrating fire practices across the Country” showcasing Indigenous fire practice and cultural burning 
as well as prescribed burning for management (hazard reduction) and conservation. Pulling all the 
pieces of the puzzle together.  Speakers relevant to this theme are being approached and it is anticipated 
that the Forum will take place in Brisbane in June 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘The holistic approach of healing country 
is so relevant right now’ 

 (2020 Fire Science Seminar Attendees) 
 

 
 

“We read the county like a puzzle. 

Every piece of the puzzle is different.” 
 
Paul Dawson and Damon Miri Anderson (Bunya 

People’s Aboriginal Corporation) QFBC 2020 
Fire Science Seminar Series 



 

 

 
 
8.  Appendices 
 
Appendix 1. QFBC Fire Science Seminar Series Program Overview 
 
INSERT 
 
 
Appendix 2. Fire and Biodiversity Consortium Steering Committee  
 
The Fire and Biodiversity Consortium Steering Committee meets approximately four 
times a year and guides growth, priority activities and strategic planning. The Queensland Fire and 
Biodiversity Consortium gratefully acknowledges the contribution and commitment of previous 
Steering Committee members and the following current Steering Committee members: 
 
• Chandra Wood (Chair) - Brisbane City Council 
• Rodney Anderson - City of Gold Coast 
• Bruce Bunkum - Moreton Bay Regional Council 
• Paul Donatiu - Healthy Land and Water 
• James Haig - Queensland Fire and Emergency Services 
• Francis Hines - Queensland Fire and Emergency Services 
• Peter Leeson – Member of the Institute of Foresters of Australia, Forest Fire Management Committee 
• Dr Samantha Lloyd (Manager) –Queensland Fire & Biodiversity Consortium/Healthy Land & Water 
• Amy McLaren - Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 
• Stephen Martin - Powerlink 
• Guy Morgan - Sunshine Coast Council 
• David O’Connell - Logan City Council 
• Nathan Connor - Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 
• Mark Ready - Toowoomba Regional Council 
• Michael Reif - Sunshine Coast Council 
• Dr Tim Robson - City of Gold Coast 
• Nick Swanson - Logan City Council 
• Clare Rogers - Brisbane City Council 
• Cuong Tran – Ten Rivers 
• Lee-Anne Veage – Logan City Council 
• Craig Welden (Coordinator) – Queensland Fire & Biodiversity Consortium/Healthy Land & Water 
• John Young - Ipswich City Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Appendix 3. QFBC Fire Science Seminar Series Local Government Representation 

 
 Local Government State 
1 Brisbane City Council QLD 
2 Byron Shire Council  NSW 
3 Council of the City of Gold Coast QLD 
4 Fraser Coast Regional Council QLD 
5 Gladstone Regional Council QLD 
6 Gympie Regional Council QLD 
7 Ipswich City Council QLD 
8 Livingstone Shire Council QLD 
9 Logan City Council QLD 
10 Moreton Bay Regional Council QLD 
11 Noosa Council QLD 
12 Redland City Council QLD 
13 Scenic Rim Regional Council QLD 
14 Somerset Regional Council QLD 
15 South Burnett Regional Council QLD 
16 Sunshine Coast Council QLD 
17 Toowoomba Regional Council QLD 
18 Townsville City Council QLD 
19 Tweed Shire Council  NSW 

 

 

 
 

 
  

“Understanding fire isn’t rocket science…it’s much 
harder than that”. 
OA Malcolm Gill 
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